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flledieal  Officer's  Annual  Report,  1898. 


Mb.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

The  vital  statistics  for  1898  are  as  follows  : — 812  Births 
444  Deaths,  estimating  the  increased  population  of  Peterbor¬ 
ough  on  the  basis  of  the  last  decennial  difference  at  28500, 
the  following  results  are  obtained  : — 

General  Birth  Rate . 28-49  per  1000  living. 

,,  Death  Rate . 15-57  ,,  „  ,, 

**» . 270 . 

Infantile  Mortality  (under  1  year).  .153-94  per  1000 

births  registered. 

As  a  means  of  comparison  I  append  the  returns  from  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  for  the  same  period. 

General  Birth  Rate . 29-4  per  1000  living. 

,,  Death  Rate . 17-1  ,,  „  ,, 

i£S?„l  De*lh  D“tl> . 222 . 

infant  Mortality  (under  1  year)  161  per  1000  births 

registered. 

Owing  to  the  rapid  growth  of  Peterborough  during  the  last 
few  years,  in  consequence  of  the  opening  up  of  the  Brick 
Industry,  I  consider  that  the  ordinary  method  of  calcul¬ 
ating  the  yearly  increase  of  population,  derived  from  a  com¬ 
parison  between  the  census  of  1881  and  1891  is  misleading, 
as  it  is  only  based  upon  an  annual  increment  of  395,  and  the 
estimate  28500  thus  obtained  is  much  too  small. 


The  number  of  dwelling  houses  at  the  end  of  March 
1898  6717  furnishes  a  much  more  reliable  means  for  calcul¬ 
ation.  At  the  last  census  there  were  4f  people  to  each 
dwelling,  and  certainly  there  are  at  present,  more  single  men 
lodgers,  whilst  empty  houses  are  rarely  seen.  6717  houses 
each  containing  4f  persons  gives  a  total  population  of  31905 
inhabitants,  I  think  therefore  that  32000  is  much  nearer 
the  actual  census  of  the  Borough  than  285C0  ;  the  death  rate 
would  then  be  proportionably  reduced  to  13-91,  a  very  low 
one  indeed.  This  very  interesting  question  cannot  be  con¬ 
clusively  decided  until  the  next  enumeration  1901. 


The  following  returns  show  the  relative  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  the  different  wards. 

North  East  South 

Ward.  Ward.  Ward. 

Area  in  Acres . 1030  ..  510  ..  278 

Population  (estimated 

to  middle  of  1898....  15600  ..  9736  ..  3164 

Density  of  population 

per  acre . 15  ..  19  ..  11 

Births  total . 445  ..  260  ..  101 

General  Birth  Rate. ..  .28-52  ..  26'70  ..  31-92 

Deaths  (total) . 211  ..  156  ...  45 

General  Death  Rate  — 13-52  ..  16  02  ..  14-22 

Deaths  from  Zymotic 

Diseases . 40  . .  29  . .  8 

Zymotic  Death  Rate.. .  .2-56  ..  2-97  ..  2-62 

The  only  notable  feature  in  the  above  returns  is  the  large 
increase  in  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  due  chiefly  to 
Infantile  Diarrhoea  ;  the  same  cause  was  also  responsible  for 
the  high  rate  of  Infantile  Mortality  in  comparison  to  the 
General  Death  Rate. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Small  Pox. — Again  the  town  has  been  entirely  free  from 
this  lothsome  scourge,  but  it  remains  to  be  proved  whether 
any  evil  results  will  accrue  from  the  introduction  of  the 
Conscientious  Clauses  of  the  Vaccination  Act. 

Typhoid  Fever. — 25  notifications,  4  deaths.  More  than 
50%  of  the  cases  reported  were  certainly  contracted  outside 
the  Borough,  and  in  many  of  the  others  careful  investigation 
led  to  the  discovery  of  defects  in  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  houses,  but  at  no  time  was  there  any  approach  to  an 
outbreak  of  a  general  epidemic,  all  the  cases  being  of  a 
sporadic  character. 

Diphtheria. — 39  notifications,  3  deaths,  much  the  same 
figures  as  last  year.  The  low  rate  of  mortality  plainly  indi¬ 
cates  the  mild  type  of  disease.  Humidity  of  the  soil,  combin¬ 
ed  with  mild  weather,  is  no  doubt  a  prominent  factor  in 


the  development  of  this  complaint,  most  returns  being 
reoeived- in  the  Autumn-. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 283  notifications,  7  deaths.  The  preva¬ 
lence  of  this  epidemic  still  persists,  although  fatal  results  are 
very  few  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  affected. 
The  mild  character  of  the  disease  unfortunately  renders 
parents  careless,  consequently  no  attempt  whatever  is  made 
to  segregate  children  who  are  peeling,  they  are  allowed  to 
visit  other  families  and  thus  the  Fever  is  spread.  Moreover 
in  small  houses,  absolute  isolation  is  impossible,  the  mother 
must  perforce  attend  to  her  household  duties  as  well  as  nurse 
the  sick.  When  the  new  Isolation  Hospital  is  completed,  I 
hope  to  be  able  successfully  to  grapple  with  the  epidemic,  it 
is  high  time  it  was  arrested,  having  now  lasted  nearly  3  years 
with  varying  severity.  As  far  as  my  district  is  concerned,  no 
credence  need  be  attached  to  the  alarming  reports  circulated 
in  many  newspapers,  headed  “  Mysterious  outbreak  at 
Fletton."  The  mystery  only  existed  in  the  too  vivid  imagi¬ 
nation  of  some  unknown  individual. 

Infantile  Diarrhoea. — 54  deaths.  A  very  fatal  outbreak, 
commenced  last  September  and  continued  for  6  weeks.  The 
mortality  was  chiefly  confined  to  children  under  one  year  of 
age,  44  of  the  total  number.  As  the  whole  matter  was  so 
thoroughly  discussed  when  my  special  report  was  presented, 
I  do  not  think  any  useful  purpose  would  be  served  by  re-open¬ 
ing  a  subject  about  which  such  divergent  opinions  were  at  the 
time  expressed.  It  will  suffice  to  say  that  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  then  made,  by  Mr.  Walshaw  and  myself  are  being  grad¬ 
ually  carried  out,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  before  another 
summer  all  cause  of  complaint  from  the  Manholes  will  have 
been  removed.  In  the  drainage  system  of  a  town  an 
ample  supply  of  water  is  the  great  desideratum,  not  only 
does  water  act  mechanically,  but  furthermore,  by  diluting 
the  contents  of  the  sewers,  renders  the  sewage  less  concentra¬ 
ted  and  therefore  less  liable  to  give  off  offensive  gases. 
This  object  will  only  be  attained  when  all  water  closets  have 
been  supplied  with  3  gallon  cisterns  and  flushing  tanks  have 
been  constructed  at  various  points. 

Milk  Supply. — I  have  again  to  draw  your  attention  to 
question  of  Milk  Supply  of  the  Borough.  Recent  discoveries 
with  regard  to  the  causation  of  Tubercle,  have  most  clearly 
demonstrated  the  importance  of  registration  combined  with 
effective  supervision  of  all  dairies,  shops,  etc.,  where  milk  is 
sold.  Owing  to  the  rapid  increase  of  the  locality,  many  new 
daires  have  been  opened,  and  in  some  the  surroundings  are 
anything  but  wholesome.  70000  deaths  occur  annually  in  this- 
country  alone  from  consumption,  and  if  such  an  alarming 
drain  upon  the  population  is  to  be  reduced,  more  control  will 
have  to  be  exercised  over  the  milk  supply.  Many  towns  have 
already  taken  up  the  subject  most  energetically,  notably 
Sunderland,  and  Peterborough  certainly  should  not  be  be¬ 
hind  the  times  when  the  loss  of  its  inhabitants  is  concerned. 

Sanitary  Committee. — I  would  also  venture  tp  suggest 
for  your  careful  consideration,  the  formation  of  a  Sanitary 
Committee.  Seeing  what  a  vital  position  tl>e  health  of  the 
community  occupies  in  regard  to  the  general  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  town,  it  does  appear  somewhat  of  an  anom¬ 
aly  that  no  such  body  exists.  Moreover  in  the  press  of 
business  sanitary  questions  are  apt  to  be  deferred,  when  in 
many  instances  decisive  action  is  required.  In  many  cases 
-f«d,A'privafe -individuals  are  involved,  and  a  discussion  of 
then  affairs  in  public  is  not  always  desirable.  For  these 
reasons  I  think  that  a  small  committee  would  prove  useful, 
both  for  adjudicating  upon  and  despatching  such  important 
affairs. 

In  conclusion,  I  think  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town 
may  be  pronounced  very  satisfactory,  but  for  the  outbreak 
of  infantile  Diarrhoea,  the  Death  Rate  would  have  been  a 
very  low  one;  notwithstanding  that  drawback,  it  compares 
very  favourably  with  most  other  provincial  towns. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  W.  JOLLY, 

Peterborough,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

17th  March,  1899. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1898,  in  the  Peterborough  Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified 
according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 


Mortality  from  all 
causes  at 
subjoined  ages. 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children 
under  5  years  of  Age. 

Fevers. 

i 

c3 

'3 

Names 

op 

Localities 

At  all  ages. 

Under  one  year. 

|  1  and  under  5. 

i  5  and  under  ]5. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

j  Small  Pox. 

Scarlatina. 

1  Diphtheria. 

1  Membranous  Croup. 

Typhus.  . 

|  Enteric  or  Typhoid 

Continued 

j  Relapsing. 

Puerperal  J 

1  Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

Measles. 

rd 
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o 

O 

be 

a 
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Diarrhoea  &  Dysente 

Rheumatic  Fever. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumc 

and  Pleurisy. 

I  Heart  Disease. 

Cancer. 

Injuries. 

All  other  diseases. 

TOTAL. 

3 

i 

5 

24 

i 

10 

i 

37 

82 

NORTH  WARD.... 

211 

60 

22 

8 

52 

62 

1  5  upwds. 
1  Under  5 

3 

4 

15 

16 

17 

15 

3 

56 

129 

1 

2 

3 

20 

3 

12 

1 

25 

67 

EAST  WARD.... 

1 50 

52 

15 

3 

q 

36 

41 

3 

19 

12 

17 

7 

3 

28 

89 

1 

6 

3 

4 

14 

SOUTH  WARD.... 

45 

12 

2 

1 

2 

16 

12 

1 

3 

8 

5 

3 

11 

31 

2 

1 

1 

WORKHOUSE . 

20 

1 

1 

7 

11 

2 

2 

2 

11 

19 

1 

1 

INFIRMARY . 

12 

2 

8 

2 

1 

2 

7 

12 

Totals . 

444 

125 

39 

13 

20 

119 

128' 

(  Under  5 

4 

3 

9 

50 

4 

25 

1 

1 

67 

164 

38 

42 

25 

|  5  upwds. 

3 

4 

4 

38 

13 

113 

280 

i 

Deaths  occuring  with¬ 

in  the  district  among 
persons  not  belonging 
thereto. 

29 

12 

5 

12 

4 

1 

5 

4 

5 

14 

29 

TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS , 


coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1S98,  in  the  Peterborough  Urban 
Sanitary  District;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Population 

at 

all  Ages. 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  in 
each  Locality,  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Number  of  such  Cases  Re- 
movedfromtheir  homes  in  thi 
several  Localities  for  Treat¬ 
ment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 

Names 

op 

Localities. 

Census  1898. 

Estimated  to  middle 
of  1898. 

Registered  Births. 

Aged 

under  5 

or 

over  5 

Small  Pox. 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membranous  Croup.  | 

Fevers. 

Cholera 

Erysipelas. 

Small  Pox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Fevers. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

Typhus 
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Continued. 

[  Relapsing 

Puerperal.  ) 

1  Typhus. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid 

Continued. 

Relapsing. 

Puerperal.  J 

(  Under  5 

44 

2 

NORTH  WARD.... 

13758 

15600 

445 

128 

16 

16 

13 

37 

1 

1 

i 

2 

EAST  WARD . 

8622 

9736 

260 

1 5  upwds. 

57 

15 

6 

10 

/  Under  5 

7 

SOUTH  WARD.... 

2792 

3164 

101 

1 5  upwds. 

10 

4 

1 

3 

.  Under  5 

WORKHOUSE . 

6 

{ 5  upwds. 

/  Under  5 

INFIRMARY . 

•• 

•• 

•• 

j  5  upwds. 

1 

1 

3 

I  Uuder  5 

88 

8 

1 

2 

Totals . 

25172 

28500 

812 

■j  5  upwds. 

195 

30 

24 

1 

29 

BOROUGH  SURVEYOR’S  OFFICE, 


PETERBOROUGH, 

17th  March,  1899. 


To  the  Urban  District  Council  of  the  City  and  Borough 
of  Peterborough. 


Mb.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  again  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  a  Report 
on  the  Sanitary  work  carried  out  within  the  Borough  during 
the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December  last. 

Our  great  troublo  during  the  year  was  caused  by  the 
offensive  odours  which  were  emitted  from  the  surface  venti¬ 
lators  connected  with  the  main  sewers.  This  was  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  unusually  hot  and  dry  summer  ;  with  a 
view  to  lessening  the  nuisance,  additional  sewer  flushing  was 
resorted  to,  the  work  being  carried  out  night  and  day,  and  this 
to  a  certain  extent  brought  about  an  improvement,  but  I  am 
still  of  opinion  that,  broadly  speaking,  surface  ventilation 
carried  out  under  such  circumstances  as  exist  in  this  Borough 
is  a  mistake,  and  this  opinion  is  supported  by  the  action  taken 
in  other  towns  so  situated. 

The  whole  of  the  sewers  throughout  the  Borough,  have 
been  thoroughly  examined  and  where  accumulations  of  silt 
etc.,  were  found  to  exist,  immediate  action  has  been  taken  to 
remove  them. 

Automatic  flushing  tanks  are  being  constructed  and  ven¬ 
tilating  shafts  erected  at  all  points  of  the  Borough,  when 
these  works  are  completed  I  am  convinced  that  the  cause  of 
of  so  much  complaint  will  be  removed. 


The  work  of  laying  on  water  to  Water  Closets  which  are 
without  such  supply  is  in  progress,  but  there  are  a  great 
number  which  have  not  yet  been  attended  to,  during  the 
coming  summer  I  have  no  doubt  that  more  rapid  progress 
will  be  made. 

The  appointment  of  an  assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  will 
prove  of  great  service  as  the  constant  out-door  inspection  will 
tend  to  keep  the  Borough  in  a  much  more  sanitary  condition 
than  formerly. 

A  systematic  inspection  is  now  being  made  of  every  house 
and  its  appurtenances,  wherever  defects  are  found  to  exist, 
immediate  action  is  taken  to  remedy  them. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself  continue  to 
make  periodical  inspections  and  thus  keep  ourselves  well 
acquainted  with  those  parts  requiring  special  attention. 

You  have  recently  given  instructions  that  where  more 
than  three  new  dwelling  houses  are  erected  additional 
ventilating  pipes  shall  be  fixed,  this  will  assist  in  giving 
free  outlet  to  the  drains. 

The  Bye  Law  which  regulates  the  distance  from  a  Dwell¬ 
ing  House  at  which  Swine  can  be  kept  has  been  in  operation 
during  the  last  twelve  months  to  the  advantage  of  a  large 
number  of  the  inhabitants. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  case  of  Small  Pox  having  ocurred 
in  the  Borough  or  district,  and  therefore  the  Hospital  has 
not  been  in  use. 

32  Dwelling  Houses  have  been  disinfected  after  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  etc.,  and  the  disinfecting  stove  used  on  35 
occasions. 

5169  loads  of  house  refuse  have  been  collected  during  the 
year  ;  early  steps  will  be  necessary  for  the  provision  of  another 
site  for  disposal  of  this  material,  the  Albert  Place  meadow 
being  rapidly  filled  up. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  WALSHAW, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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